
INFORMATION FOR INDIVIDUALS FUNCTIONING AS A SOCIAL WORKER  
WITH LESS THAN 44OO HOURS IN THE PREVIOUS FIVE YEARS 

 
 
The Manitoba College of Social Workers is aware that there are individuals in the province employed in 
a Social Work capacity as their principal occupation, who as of April 1, 2015, will not meet the minimum 
criteria for registration.  The following suggested guidelines may be useful for individuals in this 
circumstance and employers who have employees in this situation. 
 
Please be advised that as of April 1, 2015, the title Social Worker is protected in accordance with the 
Social Work Profession Act.   
 
As of April 1, 2015, individuals may not use the title Social Worker or represent themselves as a Social 
Worker if they are not members of the Manitoba College of Social Workers.   
 
It is suggested that individuals in this situation advise their clients and  relevant members of the public 
that they are not Social Workers.  They should also advise their clients and members of the public that 
they are working toward becoming a Social Worker and will be applying for registration with the 
Manitoba College of Social Workers when they have accumulated the required minimum number of 
hours functioning in a social work role (4400 hours within the past 5 years). 
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Manitoba College of Social Workers at 
204-888-9477. 
 
 
The following sections of the Social Work Profession Act are relevant: 
 

Representation as a social worker 
3(1) No person except a social worker who holds a current certificate of practice shall 
(a) represent or hold out, expressly or by implication, that he or she is a practising social worker or is  

  entitled to engage in the practice of social work as a social worker; or 
(b) use any sign, display, title or advertisement implying that he or she is a practising social worker. 
 
Use of title 
3(2) No person except a social worker who holds a certificate of practice shall use any of the  

  following designations or abbreviated designations, a variation of any such designation or an  
  equivalent in an other language 

(a) “social worker” or “registered social worker”; 
(b) “S.W.” or “R.S.W” 
 
Section 68(1) of the Social Work Profession Act addresses failure to comply as follows:  
 
Offence 
68(1) A person who contravenes a provision of this Act or the regulations is guilty of an offence and  

          is liable on summary conviction to a fine of not more than $10,000. 
 

Registering Existing Practitioners without academic credentials 
11(1) Despite subsection 10(1), during the period of three years after the day that this section comes 
in to force, a person who does not possess the academic credentials specified in subclause 10(1)(a)(i) 
or (ii) is qualified for registration if he or she 



(a) satisfies the registrar that he or she currently functions, or has recent experience 
 functioning in, the role of a social worker 

(b) meets the requirements of clauses 10(1)(b) to (d) {general application  requirements/fees}; and 
(c) meets any other requirements that may be specified in the regulations for registration      under 
this section. 

 
 
The following section of The Social Work Profession Act Regulation is also relevant: 
 
6(1) In addition to the requirements of section 4 {general application requirements/fees}, an applicant for 
registration under section 11 (existing practitioners without academic credentials) of the Act must 

(a) apply for registration within three years after the Act comes into force; 
(b) on the date of application, be functioning as a social worker as his or her principal occupation; 
(c) produce documentation in the form required by the board that he or she has functioned as a social 

worker for at least 4400 hours in the previous five years; and 
(d) produce documentation from his or her current employer, in the form required by the board, in which the 

employer confirms to the registrar’s satisfaction that the applicant 
(i) is currently performing the duties of a social worker, and 
(ii) practices social work safely, competently and ethically 

 
 
 
 


