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The Manitoba College of Social Workers (the College) joined the City of Winnipeg as signatories to 
Winnipeg’s Indigenous Accord in August 2017.  At that time, the College declared a commitment to 
reconciliation by taking steps to implement the Calls to Action outlined by the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada specific to Social Workers through the promotion of education related to the 
history and culture of Indigenous peoples. 
 
PROGRESS 

 

In November 2017, the Board of Directors formally confirmed its commitment to reconciliation by 

establishing the following Strategic Direction: 

 

Advance the reconciliation efforts of the social work profession within the context of the College. 

 

Goals identified include:  

i. Promote knowledge within the social work profession related to Indigenous peoples, including 
their history, culture and spirituality.  

ii. Continue to promote participation of Indigenous representatives with College events and on the 
Board/committees of the College. 

iii. Engage in organized reconciliation efforts, including the continued partnership with the 
Winnipeg Indigenous Accord 

   

The College has maintained its focus on promoting and providing education and training sessions to 

Social Workers and continues to identify and approve Indigenous workshops for Social Workers on its 

website.   As part of the College Continuing Competence Program requirements, 1896 members 

reported completing workshops related to social work with Indigenous peoples since the Continuing 

Competence Program was introduced in 2016. 

 

The following educational events have been delivered and/or sponsored by MCSW since August 2017:  

 October 19, 2017 – Manitoba College of Social Workers Annual General Meeting opened with a 

message and presentation by the Northwind Lodge Singers (289 registrants) 

 October 19, 2017 - Reconciliation: Continuing the Journey:  (Mitch) Michel Bourbonniere, MSW, 

RSW, Mitch Bourbonniere Consulting (289 registrants) 

 October 19, 2017 - Collaborative Care with an Indigenous Lens: Beatrice Campbell, BSW, RSW & 

Beverly Swan, WRHA Indigenous Health – Patient Services (81 registrants) 

 March 22, 2018 - Bringing Change to Life in Child Welfare: Richard De La Ronde, Sandy Bay CFS 

(55 registrants) 

 

https://mcsw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CCP-Approved-Content-Specific-Provider-and-Workshop-List-15-Feb-2018.pdf


The Manitoba College of Social Workers is a federation partner of the Canadian Association of Social 

Workers (CASW), providing funding, provincial representation and support related to the promotion of 

the profession and the advancement of social justice nationally.   CASW is composed partner 

jurisdictions and MCSW proudly supports MCSW Board members, Raymond Hildebrand as the Manitoba 

Director on the CASW Board and Jan Christianson-Wood as President of CASW.  The following initiatives 

and educational events have taken place on a national level since August 2017: 

 September 2017 – Open letter to Honourable Dr. Jane Philpott supporting position of the First 

Nations Child & Family Caring Society of Canada requesting action to address areas of inequity 

facing Indigenous children and communities and calling for government to comply with the 

Canadian Human Rights Tribunal order and properly implement Jordan’s Principle 

 December 2017 – CASW began a review of CASW’s national code of ethics and guidelines, which 

are currently adopted by MCSW as the practice framework for Social Workers in Manitoba.  The 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action will inform revisions to the Code. [Beyond 

94 ] 

 January 2018 – Open letter to the Honourable Dr. Jane Philpott expressing that the number of 

Indigenous children in care is a humanitarian crisis. 

 February 2018 – Press release echoing Assembly of First Nations national Chief Perry 

Bellegarde’s call for a national strategy to address racism against Indigenous people. 

 March 2018 –  Proclamation from the Three Pillars of the Profession on opening space for 

reconciliation within the profession.  

 Establishment of the Reconciliation Hub on CASW website highlighting strategic plan priority “to 

develop stronger connections with Indigenous social workers and communities to better 

support their issues and pursue shared advocacy goals”.   

 Several national on-line webinars were offered to Social Workers across Canada. All webinars 

are available indefinitely following the live webinar date and events are also available on 

CASW’s YouTube Channel for broader access. Registration numbers continue to rise for the 

webinars offered since August 2017: 

 September 26, 2017 – Aboriginal Community Social Work: Committing to Anti-

Oppressive Practice, Angel Compton-Osmond, MSW, RSW (542 Registrants) 

 March 8, 2018 – Honouring Jordan’s Principle: Putting Kids First, Jennifer King, MSW 

from FNCFCS (196 Registrants) 

 March 21, 2018 – A Sacred Story: Gladue Reports, Mark Marsolais-Nahwegahbow from 

IndiGenius and Associates  (227 Registrants) 

 March 26, 2018 – Unsettling Ourselves: Settler Engagement with Truth and 

Reconciliation, Carolyn Campbell & Sheri M. McConnell, MSW, PhD, RSW (275 

Registrants) 

 

Since the College was established in April 2015, Indigenous Social Workers have been represented on 

the Board of Directors and the College has increased the number of Indigenous Social Workers 

participating on committees of the College.  The current overall membership of Indigenous Social 

Workers with the College (via voluntary declaration) is 297 or 13%. 

https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/september-5-2017-open-letter-honourable-dr-jane-philpott
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform-single/beyond-94?&cta=1
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform-single/beyond-94?&cta=1
https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/open-letter-number-indigenous-children-care-humanitarian-crisis
https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/systemic-changes-and-courageous-conversations-needed-reconciliation-casw-stands-solidarity
https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/three-pillars-profession-celebrate-national-social-work-month-bringing-change-life
https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/resources/casw-reconciliation-hub
https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/webinars


In March 2018, the College was proud to acknowledge Sandy Bay Child & Family Services as the 2018 
recipient of the Distinguished Service Award jointly presented by CASW and MCSW on the annual 
occasion of Social Work Week. As an Indigenous child welfare agency, Sandy Bay CFS was acknowledged 
for their commitment to public accountability and their contributions to cultivating positive change in 
Manitoba’s child welfare system.  
 

ONGOING IDENTIFIED RECONCILIATION GOALS: 

 

 Open Board of Directors meetings and College events with an acknowledgement that we are on 

Treaty One territory and that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of 

Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, and Dene peoples, and the homeland of the Métis Nation 

 Continue to promote participation of Indigenous Social Workers on the Board and committees 

of the College 

 Develop a multi-year education plan to ensure Social Workers have the opportunity to receive 

education regarding: 

o The history and legacy of residential schools 

o United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

o Treaties and Aboriginal rights 

o Indigenous Law and Aboriginal-Crown relations 

o Indigenous approaches to social work 

o Aboriginal healing practices 

o Intercultural competency 

o Conflict resolution 

o Human rights 

o Anti-racism 

 

The Manitoba College of Social Workers will continue to promote social work values that honour and 

respect the equality, worth and dignity of all people in support of social inclusion and social justice.  The 

College appreciates this opportunity to evaluate and quantify our reconciliation efforts. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

    
Vicki Verge Burgess, MSW, RSW    Barb Temmerman, MSW, RSW 

President      Executive Director/Registrar   

     

      

 


